BOOKING FORM

The Fife Traditional Singing Festival 11, 12, 13 May 2018

FifeSingCDs
now £5.00

FifeSing ~ Volume 1:
Here’s a Health to the Company

Name (ﬁrst person booking):
Address:

The East of Scotland Traditional Song Group
presents

FifeSing2018

Post Code:
Telephone:
Email:
Names of others included in the booking:

The Fife Traditional Singing Festival

Camping: Please tick: Tent
or Campervan etc :
Camping, caravans and campervans charged at £15 per tent or
campervan (weekend) or £10 for one night. Advance booking is not
essential. NEW campsite on the ground behind Falkland Palace.

All events are in historic Falkland in the
ancient Kingdom of Fife.

Friday - Sunday 11, 12, 13 May

The Old Town Hall, Falkland, Fife KY15 7BY

FifeSing ~ Volume 7:
Hurrah Boys Hurrah

NOTE: The Saturday evening Traditional Concert takes place in Falkland
Village Hall. Most other events in the Old Town Hall.

A celebration of traditional singing
- the songs and the bothy ballads
- for singers and enthusiasts!

TICKETS:

Tickets (add number in left column)
I would like to order the following tickets:
___

All-In Ticket (Friday to Sunday) @ £36 (£32) is £

___

Friday Evening Gathering @ £12 (£10) is £

_ _ _ All day Saturday & Evening Concert @ £20 (£16) is £
___

Saturday Morning Workshops/Talks @ £8 (£6) is £

___

Saturday Afternoon Ballad Concert @ £8 (£6) is £

___

Traditional Concert (Village Hall) @ £12 (£10) is £

___

All day Sunday @ £12 (£10) is £

___

Sunday Morning Workshops/Talks @ £8 (£6) is £

___

Sunday Farewell Concert @ £10 (£8) is £

___

Camping/ Campervan @ £15 or £10 is £

Concession prices (in brackets) for Senior Citizens, Students & Unwaged
Total in £ Sterling: £
Cheques payable to East of Scotland Traditional Song Group
Booking and Information:
Fife Traditional Singing Festival
c/o Peter Shepheard
Balmalcolm House, Balmalcolm
Cupar, Fife KY15 7TJ
tel: 01337 830773
email: connect@springthyme.co.uk
website: www.springthyme.co.uk/ﬁfesing

Please
photocopy this page
if you prefer
to keep
the information
sheet intact.

FifeSing ~ Volume 6:
There’s Bound to Be a Row

FifeSing ~ Volume 2:
For Friendship & for Harmony

THIS IS the ﬁfteenth Fife Traditional Singing Festival weekend - a unique opportunity to meet,
hear and talk with a selection of the ﬁnest exponents of traditional singing to be found today
- and, of course, to participate in the singing at sessions and singarounds.
The weekend will include:
Concerts ~ featuring the guest singers.
Singarounds and Sessions ~ where all who wish can participate.
Workshops/Talks ~ on topics related to traditional song and culture.
Guests
This year we welcome as guests Aileen Carr - a ﬁne singer originally from Blairgowrie and now back
in Inchture with a distinctive repertoire of songs learned from the great Scots ballad singers. From
Belfast we welcome Maurice Leyden who has an extensive repertoire of traditional Ulster songs.
Maurice will also be joined by his wife Jane Cassidy to give a workshop on the Ulster song repertoire.
We are very pleased that singer/ musician Aly Macrae is able to join us - a musician, singer, actor
of considerable talent. Iona Fyfe is one of Scotland’s up and coming younger singers - originally
from Aberdeenshire but now studying at Glasgow. Geordie Murison has been a stalwart supporter
of traditional song events and of our own FifeSing weekends and was to have been a guest last year
(2017) but ended up in hospital instead! We are very pleased to welcome him as a guest this year.
Chris Wright from Dundee has recently completed his masters degree at the Elphinstone and he
will join us to talk about his work helping Fife children discover their local song traditions. Dr Julia
Bishop will be with us for the weekend and will introduce the riches of the Carpenter Collection.
Most guests Friday to Sunday.
www.springthyme.co.uk/ﬁfesing
[Brochure2018_v3]

Guest Singers:
MAURICE LEYDEN & JANE CASSIDY: Maurice is a folksong collector, singer, broadcaster and writer with a
passion for Ulster folk-song. He has taken part at
folk concerts and festivals, often with his wife Jane
Cassidy. He has published several books of songs children’s songs and street lore and children’s singing
games. His third book on the folk-songs of the Ulster
linen industry is being prepared for publication. Jane
toured extensively in Europe in the 1980s and released
albums with Claddagh Records as well as an album in
1995 with husband Maurice and a new solo album.
Jane and Maurice will present a workshop/talk on
Sunday morning on the Ulster song repertoire.
AILEEN CARR: Aileen was born and brought up in
rural Perthshire in a musical household and she can
not remember a time when she didn’t sing. However,
it was the excitement of being at the early Blairgowrie
Festivals – and later those at Kinross – which was the
catalyst for what has become a lifelong affair with
traditional music. In the 1980s she joined Ceolbeg
for a time and later became a member of the highly
popular a capella group, Palaver. It is the great classical
story ballads - especially Scottish - and their rich
history that she enjoys most of all.
GEORDIE MURISON: Geordie was born and brought
up on a farm at Fetteresso just outside Stonehaven,
his father having moved there in 1935 from a farm
in Buchan. His father had two older sisters who were
a great source of stories and the eldest one attended
Whitehills School, New Deer while Gavin Greig was
still headmaster. One of his earliest memories is of his
granny sitting singing. His uncle played the ﬁddle and
accordion and his older sister plays piano, guitar and
sings. A chance meeting with Jim Taylor, Tam Reid’s
nephew, in 1997, led to Geordie attending Aberdeen
Branch TMSA sessions. There he met Tam and Anne
Reid who encouraged him to enter competitions at
festivals and he has not stopped singing since.
ALY MACRAE: Alasdair or Aly Macrae has been a part
of the folk scene for many years, sings with passion
and ﬁnesse and plays ﬁddle and guitar. Originally from
Darvel in Ayrshire and now based in Glasgow, he has
been in great demand as an actor, sound designer,
musician, musical director and composer. He trained
in Theatre Arts at Langside College, Glasgow. He
recently worked as musical director, sound designer
and composer recently in the revival of The Cheviot,
the Stag and the Black Black Oil. Among his awards
Aly highlights being placed 1st in the Border Ballad

Competition at Newcastleton Festival. So we are really
pleased he can join us for FifeSing in Falkland.
IONA FYFE: Iona is one of Scotland’s ﬁnest young ballad
singers and is currently studying BMus Traditional
Music at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. Hailing
from Huntly, she is rooted deeply in the singing
traditions of North East of Scotland. A ﬁnalist in the
BBC Radio Scotland Young Traditional Musician of
the Year 2017, her debut 6-track EP encapsulating
North East folksong was received with great acclaim.
In 2014 she took part in Aidan Moffat’s collaborative
project Where You’re Meant to Be alongside tradition
bearers Sheila Stewart and Joe Aitken. Her new album
Away From My Window features archive material of
singers such as Stanley Robertson and Lizzie Higgins
whilst drawing on the work of more recent songmakers
such as Michael Marra and Aidan Moffat.
JULIA BISHOP: Dr Julia Bishop is currently director of
the James Madison Carpenter Collection Project at
the Elphinstone Institute in Aberdeen. The impressive
Carpenter collection of folk song and drama was
made by the American collector in 1930s Britain and
contains close to 3000 songs and ballads. He recorded
shanties from Cornwall to Whitby to Dundee, dreg
songs from the Oyster ﬁshers of the Forth, and he
made major ballad discoveries in Aberdeenshire. Never
published in his lifetime and previously only accessible
in person at the Library of Congress, this magniﬁcent
collection is now being made freely available online
in a collaboration between the Elphinstone Institute
in Aberdeen and the Vaughan Williams Memorial
Library in London. We are greatly honoured that
project director Dr Julia Bishop will be joining us for
the weekend. She will give a workshop on the project
on Sunday morning.
CHRIS WRIGHT: Chris comes from Dundee and has
been singing songs from the Scots tradition since his
teens. He worked for the landmark Kist o Riches
project for over four years, cataloguing the Scots
songs recorded by the School of Scottish Studies in
Edinburgh. He has also researched The Poets’ Box,
the Dundee broadside publisher of the previous two
centuries. He founded The World’s Room singers
club in Edinburgh and has recently completed his
thesis for his Masters Degree at The Elphinstone in
Aberdeen. On Saturday morning Chris will give a
workshop: ‘Local Folk Songs and their importance in
Education’ - a talk about his work in schools - helping
Fife children discover their local song traditions.

The Programme:
VENUE: Most events take place in the
Old Town Hall (upstairs) in the main
street opposite Falkland Palace. The Friday
Gathering will be laid out with seats around
tables - bring along your own refreshments
- food/drink. Late evening singarounds on
the Friday and Saturday (from 10.30pm)
will be in back room of the Bruce Inn. The
Traditional Concert on Saturday evening will
be in the Falkland Village Hall.

Friday 11th May
The Gathering: 8.00pm - 10.30pm
This will be more of a singaround than a concert
with songs and ballads from the guest artistes and
participants - continuing as:
Singaround: 10.30pm - 12.30am
More songs & some music - in The Bruce Inn.

Saturday 12th May
Interview: 10.00am - 11.00am
AILEEN CARR: Jimmy Hutchison talks with Aileen about
her background in Blairgowrie, the singers who inspired
her, those she has sung with and what she refers to as ‘her
lifelong affair with traditional music’.
Illustrated Talk: 11.30am - 12.30pm
CHRIS WRIGHT: Local Folk Songs and their importance in
Education.’ Chris talks about his work in schools - helping
Fife children discover their local song traditions.
Ballad Concert: 2.00pm - 5.00pm
The classic big ballads - the muckle sangs.
Traditional Concert in Falkland Village
Hall: 7.30pm - 10.00pm
Old Songs & Bothy Ballads - The Living Tradition
from England, Ireland and Scotland.
Singaround: 10.30pm - 12.30am
Another opportunity for all - in The Bruce Inn.

Sunday 13th May
Illustrated Talk: 10.30am - 11.30am
JULIA BISHOP: Introducing the riches of the Carpenter
Collection - some 3000 sound recordings with around half
from Scottish tradition recorded in the 1930s.
Illustrated Talk: 12.00 noon - 1.00pm
MAURICE LEYDEN AND JANE CASSIDY: The Ulster Song
repertoire.
Farewell Concert: 2.30pm - 4.30pm
The guest artistes lead a farewell concert.

The Place:
Falkland, Fife
The historic village of Falkland lies against the north
slopes of the Lomond Hills in the ancient Kingdom
of Fife just off the A912. The nearest station is
at Ladybank (4 miles) on the main line from
Edinburgh to Dundee. Taxi (tel: 01337 858722).
Go to the website to download a road map and
street plan of Falkland.
Restaurant: Food and Bar Facilities
Falkland is well provided with places to eat: The Bruce
Inn, The Covenanter, Lomond Inn, The Hay Loft,
The Stag Inn and Campbell’s. Wonderful coffee from
the Fayre Earth in the square.
Camping, Campervans & Caravans
Provision for camping, caravans and campervans is
in the football ﬁeld behind Falkland Palace. No ﬁres.
Keep the grass clean! Details/ Map online.
Hotel and B&B Accommodation
Falkland: The Bruce Inn 01337 857226; The
Covenanter Hotel 01337 857163; Newton of Falkland:
Old Maltings tel: 07986 478282 Freuchie: Lomond
Hills Hotel tel: 01337 857329 Auchtermuchty:
Redwood Cottage tel: 01337 828272 Strathmiglo:
Gorno Grove House tel: 01337 860483
or try Google Search and Airbnb.co.uk
For more B&Bs see website link below.

Organised & Hosted by:
The current committee of the ESTSG: P ETE
SHEPHEARD, singer, musician and folksong collector.
JIMMY HUTCHISON, originally from South Uist - his
mother a Gaelic speaker, his father from Glasgow, has
been singing traditional songs for many years, was
involved in the St Andrews folk club in the 1960s
and, along with Pete, was a founder of the TMSA’s
Blairgowrie Festival. CHRIS MILES, born in Falkland,
now living in Kirkcaldy has been singing old songs for
many years and was a member of Palaver.

With thanks:
Thanks to all who have given free use of their
recordings to the East of Scotland Traditional Song
Group for their CD series. Proﬁt from their sale goes
towards the Fife Traditional Singing Festival and
events organised by the Group.

Website News:
www.springthyme.co.uk/ﬁfesing
www.facebook.com/ﬁfesing
Look up our website for fuller biographies, links to
guest websites, Google map and Plans of Falkland.

